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CASE HISTORY
This male baby was born to a 39 year old
mother via Caesarian section because of
breech presentation and premature rupture of
the membrane. The gestation period was 30
weeks and the birth weight was 1200gm. The
mother had had 3 spontaneous abortions and
4 therapeutic abortions. During this pregnancy
she suffered from a severe toxemia of preg-
nancy for which she received magnesium
sulfate and hydralazine.
The immediate postnatal activity of the
baby was fair although Moro and sucking
reflexes were poor. Apgar scores at 1 minute
and 5 minutes were 3 and 7, respectively. The
muscle tone was very poor and he was slightly
cyanotic. Because of respiratory difficulty the
baby was intubated and intermittent positive
pressure breathing was applied.
Physical examination of the baby at nur-
sery showed a pulse rate of 142 per minute,
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The skin was not cyanotic, and response to
tactile stimuli was poor. Respiration was irregu-
lar, and intercostal retraction was noted. The
chest X-ray film at nursery showed findings of
respiratory distress syndrome. Therefore surfac-
tant was given through the trachea. The chest
X-ray film after surfactant instillation showed
improvement on the next day. However, on the
third day he showed pulmonary interstitial em-
physema, and arterial blood gas analysis
showed acidemia and retention of carbon diox-
ide.
The laboratory data showed hemoglobin
15.1 gm%, red blood cells 4.45 m/cmm, white
blood cells 1150/cmm with 57% segmented,
38% lymphocyte and 8% monocyte. The
platelet count was 230x103 /cmm and
reticulocyte was 7.1 %. Blood glucose was 148
mg/dl on the first day. Remaining laboratory
data including blood chemistry were unre-
markable. The blood gas data are summarized
in Table 1.
On the 7th day the baby showed
hyperbilirubinemia (total bilirubin 15.4 rnq/dl),
for which an exchange transfusion was done.
On the same day he was noted to have a
grade II-III/IV systolic murmur along the left
sternal border. Mefenamic acid was given with
the suspicion of patent ductus arteriosus, and
the murmur subsided subsequently. The patient
remained stationary until the 15th day when






